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NEWS RELEASE

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Feb. 24, 1995
UM SCALES DOWN PUBLIC TV PROPOSAL
M ISSOULA—
The University of Montana has scaled down a proposal to build a public television station in
Missoula and has asked the state Board of Regents to approve the new plan during a conference
telephone meeting Monday, February 27, at 2 p.m.
UM officials have asked the regents to approve a "fundamentally different approach to public
television in western Montana," one that differs substantially in scale from the original plan, said John
Cleaveland, UM’s executive director of information technology.
Cleaveland said he has moved away from the original plan to build a high-powered, regional
public television station at UM that would have placed a 125,000-watt transmitter on TV Mountain
north of Missoula and served regional western Montana from Flathead Lake to the southern portion ot
the Bitterroot Valley.
That plan won a $1.2 million grant from the National Telecommunications and Information
Agency/Public Telecommunications Facilities Project (NTTA/PTFP) in September 1992, and the station,
KUFM-TV on Channel 11, was to begin operation in August this year. KUFM-TV is to be a sister
station to Montana State University’s KUSM in Bozeman.
Instead, Cleaveland is proposing a "reduced model" of KUFM-TV that would place a 3,0005,000-watt Channel 11 transmitter on Dean Stone Mountain to serve Missoula and the northern portion
of the Bitterroot Valley.
Cleaveland said the change in plans is partly in response to proposed reductions in public
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television funding.
"There is a good chance with the current political climate that federal funding in support of
public television could decline," Cleaveland said.
A smaller station would also alleviate most concerns of public programming duplication that
were voiced earlier by officials at BVTV, SKCTV and PPTV, low power local community television
stations in the Bitterroot, at Salish Kootenai College and in Plains, Mont., he said.
"The new approach would eliminate broadcast coverage of all areas north of Frenchtown, but
only partially addresses the Bitterroot situation to the south because of cost and site constraints," he
said.
With the regents’ approval, Cleaveland will amend the original grant proposal, as well as the
new station’s FCC license, a process that could delay the project by as much as eight weeks, he said.
"Because of the 42 percent drop in audience from the original proposal, we expect to have to
give back some of the NTIA grant money," Cleaveland said. "We will maintain our western regional
Montana public TV focus, but service and future expansion will have to emerge from remote
transmission and translation rather than a single, large, high power station."
"We hope, if things go well and the federal government is prompt in reviewing and accepting
our amended plans, that we could be on line this year in the late fall," Cleaveland said. Otherwise, the
station will begin broadcasting next spring, he said.
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EDITORS, REPORTERS AND NEWS D IRECTO RS: Those who wish to attend the regents’
Monday telephone conference meeting should contact those locations where the call will be received:
UM’s President’s Office in Missoula, (406) 243-2311, the Chancellor’s Office at Western Montana
College of The University of Montana in Dillon, Mont., (406) 683-7151, or the Commissioner of Higher
Education in Helena, (406) 444-6570. For more information, call John Cleaveland, 243-5340.
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